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6 o. &Eetalel anod idukfig Tov okomlg TV cvveidnotv kal tag pifag Tng did Tfig
$vdookonnoeng, GeAveav ToALd Epatnpatikd Sid ToOV xdpov Tob drocvveldftov,
fuovvedntov kail tfig &v yéver dopfig tfig cuveidnoeng.

s 'EEetaletar 1| Aettovpyikn Swadikacio tfig «dnddnong» xai tibetar dg de-
Sopévov 811 1 i8ia cuveidnoig O mpémer va cvvavidtar kai gig TV Tp@TdYOVOV
dpdnv xoi eig v obyypovov kotveviav, dpod 1| dwudikacio tfic dvioyevécenmg
elvat Gredmiotikd opoia. Atatordvoviol okéyelg dia thv dopnyv 1fig dvBporivng
yvooeng kol Emiyelpeitar Gviyvevoig tfic mopovsiag Tob xoivevikod ototyeiov
gviog tdv poyiov tfig avBporivng drapEews.

. Ta dpyavikd otoiyela, 1| odoia kai 1| Aertovpyik tfig ovveldfioewg Tod G-
t6pov &Eetdlovtal &v dvagopd Tpog TV Ovtoyévestv Thg Kowvevikiig cuveld-
oeng, ®g kai 1 evoig, i obola kal oyéotg, Tob "Eyd xai 1fjig Kowaviag-"Eyod (0-
nokeipevov-dvtikeipevov, *Eyd-kowovia) elg petadhoxtikag @aosic.

‘H évéhiooig tfig odoiag kal ol mepieyopévov tfi¢ cvveldficemg dg, kai 6
idraitepog Tpomog Agitovpyiag tng —dvridpaceng g &ig ¢ épebiopato— G-
TGy O0AODV TOV G., 6 6molog Epunvedet kat’ adTdOV TOV TpdTOV SLdgopa YVOOTIKG,
TOMTIGTIKG Kal KOwevikd @uivoueva tfig ouyypoévov dyyopévng koivaviog.

‘0 o. £oTOYEVoE Vi GLALGPY Kai Epunvedon «tfv kowvovia Tfig cuveidnongy,
dnA. v kowvaviav-cuveidnow. «tnyv 1da v &vBpdrivn cuveidnon» eig Tag pe-
ToOAMOKTIKAG TNG Hopeag kal katoAfyer gig 10 &t1, v yvopicopey v oxéotv
kowavies-Eyd 00 SievkolovBdpuev eig v Epsuvav kai dvdlvoiy To8 kova-
viko¥ pawvopévov d1d va tpomdicopev piov Kotvaviokoyiav dvatépov éminédov.

‘H dvaotépo épyacia Srapatifel Erapkds 10V dvayvaotny did vd Kotavor-
o1 v 851V 10U dtopov Evavtt Tod Kovavikod goivopévou.

ANTQNIOZ N. AOEAX

Porhyry’s Letter to his wife Marcella: Concerning the life of Philosofy and
the ascent to the Gods, trans. by A. Zimmern with an introduction by D. R.
Filader Grand Rapids, MI: Phanes Press, 1986, 59 pages, paper $ 4.95.

Phanes Press (PO Box 6114, Grand Rapids, MI 49506) is to be highly
commended for undertaking the publication of such important cources as
the present one which ironically was out of print for nearly a hundred years.

In this Letter to his wife Marcella Porphyry (c. 233-305 A.D.) the fas-
cinating disciple of Plotinus and hearer of Origen, explains in a personal
and moving way, why in his 70s he chose to marry Marcella, a widow of a
close friend who had seven children, consoles her and reminds her not to
neglect the life of philosophy, conceived of here as the care of the soul in
her re-ascent to the One. Porphyry writes of how God is best honoured and
of the divine principles which must be upheld by the philosopher in daily
life. He notes that o two things can be more entirely opposed to one ano-
ther than a life of pleasure and ease, and the ascent to the gods». In this Let-
ter Porphyry describes the preparatory stages of that ascent, and how the
ascent is accomplished.

Porphyry’s interesting and unusual Life of Plotinus, The Philosophy
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from Oracles, his massive (of 15 books) polemic Against the Christians (a uni-
que contribution to the science of textual criticism nevertheless, of which
only questionable fragments remain) and the Letter under consideration,
are perhaps the most significant (from the point of view of history of Chri-
stian thought) among his numerous writings including his commentaries on
the works of the great philosophers, historians, biographers, metaphysics,
psychology, ethics, the philosophical interpretation of myths, rhetoric and gram-
mar, mathematics, astronomy and musical harmonics (the known titles of
the Porphyrian corpus exceeds 75 in number). Porphyry is considered, even
by his arch-critic St. Augustine, as «the most learned of the philosophers»
and «as one of the great figures of the Western intellectual tradition» (since
he spent most of his life in Rome and Sicily).

Interestingly, Porphyry speaks of Jesus always with high respect,
but toward the Christians Porphyry was only critical because they identi-
fy Jesus with God or the supreme principle. To Porphyry this was blasphe-
mous, impious and lawless for, by turning men and women away from the
worship of the supreme principle (the One high God), it undercut the tradi-
tional piety that was such an important foundation stone of classical civi-
lization. However, Porphyry never suggested any persecution of the Chri-
stians. On the contrary, Porphyry admired and believed in the intimate rela-
tionship of the two ethical systems, the Christian and the Pagan or Greek
philosophical ethics. This is clearly shown in the second part of the Letter
in which is set out Porphyry’s mildly ascetic moral philosophy. Actually,
the Letter is an introduction to the purificatory or cathartic virtues, the ac-
quisition of which is prerequisite in the soul’s assimilation to the higher
intelligible realities.

In addition, I should mention that Fideler’s carefully written intro-
duction, his copious notes and bibliographical listings are a significant plus
to the value of this little book.

The crucially important and most meaningful message of this Letter
of Porphyry to our contemporary society and civilization is certainly his
emphasis on Marriage as a gift and sacrament of Heaven, as a communion
and community of God’s move, a complimentary male-female perfection
in the spiritual life and the divinization of human being despite the diffi-
culties, obstacles, and hardship of marital life in such a thoroughly corru-
pted society as ours.

This Letter greatly helps any reader, specialist and non-specialist
alike, to rediscover the vision of the sacredness and the dignity of human
person and the right path to healthy interpersonal, family and social rela-
tions and to genuine personal happiness in this life. And even just for this
Phanes Publisher deserves the gratitude of all the readers of this Letter.

Kingston, New York CONSTANTINE N. TSIRPANLIS



